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and supported, by those who alone had the power of
detecting the fraud, and who could prevent any ex-
amination which might tend to undeceive the world."y
Now here all the power was on the side of those *
against whom the miracle was wrought; and, though
the popular feeling was with St. Ambrose, yet the
. whole city had had an Arian clergy for nearly twenty
years, and could not but be in a measure under Arian
influence.   But however this might be, at least Am-
brose had to cope with Arian princes armed with des~
- potic power, an Arian court, an Arian communion
lately dominant and still organised, with a bishop at
its head.    His enemies had already made attempts to
assassinate him; and again, to seize his person, and
to carry him off from the city.    They had hitherto
been the assailants, and he had  remained passive.
Now, however, he had at last ventured on what in its
effects was an aggressive act    As I have said, he has
to dedicate a Church, and he searches for relics of
Martyrs.    He is said to find them ; miracles follow ;
the 'sick and possessed are cured; at length in the
public street,  in   broad   day,  while  the  relics  are
passing, a blind man, well known in the place by
name, by trade, by person, and by his calamity, pro-
fesses to recover his sight by means of them.

206. Here surely is a plain challenge made to the
enemies of the Church, almost as direct as Elijah's to
y Pages 28, 52.